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which Italy had rendered to Prussia in her struggle with Austria, and 
La Marmora was finally goaded to retaliate and to defend himself, which 
he could only do by the revelation of state secrets, which did not reflect 
very much credit upon any of the parties concerned. For this he was 
generally blamed at the time, and we doubt very much whether he has 
made his own case better by this last publication. It can certainly not 
be gratifying to his countrymen, as it proves how completely Bismarck 
has got his heel upon them ; nor can it be pleasing to the German Chan- 
cellor, as it gives us some idea of the means usually employed by that 
eminent statesman whenever he wishes to weave the toils of his diplo- 
macy round a foreign government. The fetters which were flung round 
Italy in 1866, and against which General La Marmora so bitterly in- 
veighs, are drawn even tighter now, for Italy has no longer France to 
appeal to, and is in the inexorable gripe of Prussia. She is held in a 
leash by the German Chancellor, and will be slipped upon Turkey the 
day that Austria declares war against Russia, and in self-defence finds 
herself driven to an alliance with the Porte. Perhaps the very cam- 
paign which Prussia dictated to Italy in 1866, and his refusal to adopt 
which is the cause of La Marmora's present quarrel with Bismarck, will 
be forced upon some more pliable general, when Italy is ordered by the 
German government to pull the chestnuts out of the fire for them in 
the present European complication by taking up arms against Austria. 



6. — Across Central America. By J. W. Boddam Whetham. London : 
Hurst and Blackett. 1877. pp. 353. 

" If," says Mr. Boddam Whetham in the preface to his book, " my 
readers only know as little of the subjects of this volume before taking 
it up as I did before I started on my journey, I trust they will be in 
some measure repaid by its perusal." The fault we have to find with 
the author is that he should have limited his literary effort to a desire 
to satisfy that portion of the public who were as ignorant of Central 
America as he was himself before he started on his tour across it. Had 
his ambition been higher, his book would have been better worth read- 
ing. As it is, we thankfully accept it as a slight though distinct addi- 
tion to our knowledge of a very little known region, which our author 
had great opportunities of rendering far more satisfactory and complete. 
Assuming that our readers have read Stephens and Morelet, and that 
their ignorance of Guatemala is not so profound as Mr. Boddam Whet- 
ham's seems to have been, they will appreciate the value of his explora- 
tion when we tell them that he travelled from Coban to Peten by a 
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hitherto untraversed route. Crossing the range which intersects the 
unexplored Lacandone country of Guatemala by a path much to the 
westward of that followed by Morelet, he descended the " Pasion," or 
Upper Usmuacinta, for three days in a canoe through a region never 
before described. The importance and interest of this achievement Mr. 
Boddam Whetham in his modesty does not seem to understand. Thus 
we have a valuable piece of exploration accomplished, and no map of 
any kind to illustrate it. We have lovely scenery described, heretofore 
unvisited, but the only illustrations contained in the book are those of 
the city of Guatemala and of Peten, both of which we have seen pic- 
tures of before. A map and itinerary are essential to a journey of ex- 
ploration, but beyond guessing from the Preface that the exploration 
was made last year, we have nothing definite in regard to dates. Our 
author tantalizes us by telling us that he traversed a forest " whose 
depths contain innumerable ruins both small and great," but leaves the 
rest to the imagination. " Hardly a league away on the opposite side 
of the river," he says on one occasion, " are the remains of a very exten- 
sive city, but so thick is the jungle, and so overgrown with great trees 
are the stone-walls, that it is difficult to trace the form or meaning of 
any of the massive fragments." And this is all he tells us of ruins that 
have never before been visited or described by any traveller. If Mr. 
Bgddam Whetham had given the time and the space which he has de- 
voted to the ruins of Quiche, Copan, and Palenque, which we know all 
about, to the unvisited ruins which must exist in the region he trav- 
ersed, we should indeed have owed him a debt of gratitude ; if, instead 
of lingering at Peten, which Morelet has exhausted, he had pushed on, 
as he had an opportunity of doing, to Tickal, only forty miles distant, 
which we know nothing of beyond the rumor that it is a large city, with 
many of the buildings three and four stories high, remaining in perfect 
condition, though still sealed up, he would have imparted an altogether 
exceptional interest to his book, and might possibly have earned for 
himself a considerable reputation. As it is, he has written a book which 
is well worth reading, which is most agreeable in style, and shows the 
author to be a man of culture and refinement, which must certainly in- 
terest and amuse those who care as little about antiquarian and archaeo- 
logical research as he seems to do himself, but which has a tendency to 
produce a slight feeling of irritation in the minds of that more limited 
section of the public who feel that Mr. Boddam Whetham has had a 
magnificent chance, which he has thrown away, of telling them some- 
thing they did not know before. 



